Gordie News, March 2008 by West Chester University of Pennsylvania
West Chester University
Digital Commons @ West Chester University
Gordon Natural Area History & Strategic Plan
Documents Gordon Natural Area History & Strategic Plan
3-2008
Gordie News, March 2008
West Chester University of Pennsylvania
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wcupa.edu/gna_sp_series
Part of the Forest Management Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Gordon Natural Area History & Strategic Plan at Digital Commons @ West Chester
University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Gordon Natural Area History & Strategic Plan Documents by an authorized administrator of Digital
Commons @ West Chester University. For more information, please contact wcressler@wcupa.edu.
Recommended Citation
West Chester University of Pennsylvania (2008). Gordie News, March 2008. Retrieved from http://digitalcommons.wcupa.edu/
gna_sp_series/22
GORDIE NEWS 
(March 2008) 2:3 
Erika Szonntag, editor 
Gordon Natural Area for Environmental Studies 
West Chester University of Pennsylvania 
(A Certified Wildlife Habitat by the National Wildlife Federation) 
 
Special Announcements & Dates- 
 
Next Workday: Saturday, May 3, 2008; 2PM– Great Garlic Mustard Pull #2 
Plum Run Watershed Assessment Workshop, May 3, WCU 
 
Tree Planting in GNA:  Apr 25 (5-7PM); Apr 26 (10Am-12) 
 
Help save postage: If you have an E-mail we can add you to the Friends of the 
Gordon Natural Area mailing list.  You will be notified of the latest Gordie 
News (http://darwin.wcupa.edu/gordon/) and other activities 
 
Contact Erika Szonntag with feedback or ideas for articles at 
es631042@wcupa.edu 
 
:: What’s New? :: 
 
The Wine We Drink, the Footprint We Leave 
Yes, it’s true.  An overwhelming majority of the wine that Americans arrives from the other side 
of the country if not from the other side of the globe, and that can leave a pretty big dent in green 
house gas emissions.  In October 2007, The American 
Association of Wine Economists released a paper 
entitled “Red, White, and ‘Green’: The Cost of Carbon 
in the Global Wine Trade.”  The paper is an in depth 
analysis of climate change in the context of the wine 
economy, from production to consumption.  While 
about 2/3 of the wine consumed by Americans is 
produced in the U.S., the demand for imported wine 
has been on the rise, particularly for Australian 
varieties.  This has proven to be an environmental 
issue because “the greatest climate impact from the 
wine supply chain comes from transportation” with air transportation contributing the most 
emissions.1   
                                                
1Colman, Tyler, and Pablo Paster.  "Red, White, and "Green": the Cost of Carbon in the Global Wine Trade."  
Working Papers of the American Association of Wine Economists (2007).   <www.wine-economics.org>.  
According to Green Daily, “a Napa Valley wine in a glass bottle emits 2.6 pounds of carbon 
dioxide during its production and transportation from Napa to San Francisco. But take that same 
wine and send it to the East coast, and you're looking at 5.7 pounds of carbon emissions; ship it 
by air and its carbon footprint quadruples.”  In addition to high carbon outputs, wine production 
requires land.  Due to the increase in demand for California wines, more land is being deforested 
and more croplands are being converted to vineyards.2       
 
Most of us may not be too keen on totally forgoing wine, and there is no need to.  Fortunately, 
there are ways to work around the carbon footprint:  
  
 Try your local vineyard; you may be surprised!  Many grow their own grapes and process 
their wine on their own premises, if not more nearby than California, which cuts almost 
all the transportation costs and repercussions of commercial wines.   
 Visit www.thebrandywine.com/advertisers/wineries.html for a list of local wineries, 
including Chaddsford Winery (which produces 30,000 cases of their own wine per year), 
Kreutz Creek Vineyards, and Paradocx Vineyard.  Chaddsford Winery has the added perk 
of a frequent buyers program, which may save you up to 25 percent on purchases.        
 
… … … … … 
 
:: The Arts :: 
 
When From Out the Pages Came Flourishing 
By: Kip Migdalias, WCU Student 
Presented on WCU’s Civility Day 2/20/08 
 
When from out the pages of the great poets before me came flourishing the euphonious thrush of Nature, 
I was content enough to picture Thoreau’s lake, immaculate (as I’m sure it once had been); 
And was able to imagine Emerson’s Rhodora, somewhere in a moist promontory in the heart of a prolific 
forest; 
And could ponder the raining rose queries of Eliot; 
And had considered the sheltered-profound observations of Dickinson… 
And when from out these untold pages burst the bravura of Whitman I fell to my knees in  awe— 
My quickening pulse was reflected in Frost’s unerring representation of our once subtle commingling 
with nature— 
And I became instilled with a shuddering fear at the resonant ululations of Abbey and his vanishing 
West… 
 
But for now, I halt my singular memory and turn to you on an impulse, 
Questioning on a whim that you may consider 
When for you came flourishing Nature, 
And from whose pages? 
 
Or perhaps It found you in the palette-birthed vibrancy of the canvas, 
In Renoir’s landscapes or the water-lilies of Monet; 
                                                
2 Colman et. al.  
Perchance It poured forth from our more modern cinematography, 
Spawned of An Inconvenient Truth; 
 
And likely bellowed Nature in spirit of song: 
In the visions of The Doors and the lamentations of Pink 
Floyd… 
And by other means we must be sure… 
 
But turning my head now, 
Follow my gaze! 
Into the present, 
Morphing with every passing moment into a transparent 
future… 
 
I spy the visionaries and I seek the activists… 
 
Gore, the ultimate eye on that ever-materializing future, 
And the Natural Resources Defense Council and the 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
Just two of a plethora of hands fueling the flames of action, 
And Pitt’s housing sustainability and a myriad other efforts to 
be sure… 
 
And for what did the great poets and artists before us express themselves as they did? 
And why do they continue to do as such today?  
The answer is ubiquitous. Look around. 
Perhaps it is not evident in the confines of our self-constructed edifice, 
And forsooth it is a subtle spotting of Nature you will spy: 
 
A tree rooted deeply in a concrete path, 
A seeming proliferation of grasses arrested in the confines of a quad, here and there… 
And everywhere the slightly audible song of various birds,  
Nearly drowned out by the cacophony of cars— 
 
And despite the voluminous buildings of our society,  
Nature still thrives among us. 
 
Look to the Gordon Natural Area in our own backyard; 
Or is our town of West Chester a threatening neighbor, 
Sprawling its girth well into this defenseless sector of Nature? 
 
Have you ever taken a stroll there? 
Have you ever observed its beauty? 
Note its profound being…note its utter sense of belonging… 
 
I have strolled there, and elsewhere, 
Contemplating a certain derision I’ve held for myself and for my species… 
 
Many trails I’ve trod here on the eastern-American seaboard—American strictly for the sense of 
recognition— 
And I’ve come to understand myself… 
While in the humble villages of Greece, 
I’ve learned that humanity can live compatible with Nature… 
 
In the American West I’ve learned the spectacle of a Nature devoid of humankind… 
Allow me to relay this to you… 
 
 The insurmountable zenith of the Rockies juxtaposed to the parched flatness of the gaunt Death 
Valley; 
 The beautiful plain of Montana skewed in 
the enigmatic southern  Utah; 
 The aura of aridity and an abundance of 
arches and mesas, and withering natural bridges and 
numerous hoodoos, 
 And wonders more vast than our simple 
tongues can emit… 
 
Such perfection does exist, yet It dwindles… 
 
The virulent accumulation of humanity eats away at 
It— 
Humanity, a dissolution that could cleave a spectral 
cave— 
And of this dissolving of the earth our modern day 
activist-environmentalists slave to be rid…. 
 
I often work the terrain with these bare hands and simple tools, 
Felling the dying trees, 
Tilling the breathing earth, 
Throwing bread and seed to the birds in habitual fits of escape… 
 
Having Nature to fall back upon, after society’s grip has strangled me excessively— like a twisting vine 
suffocating a living tree— 
And being able to surround myself with the components of the land, 
Are leisures I often take for granted… 
 
Yet, knowing what I know…what we all have come to learn in one way or another, 
The land that precedes us is in peril, 
And the animals with which we live are the first to bear the weight of our seemingly irremediable 
actions… 
 
And our presence to the natural must mirror our horrific perception of innumerable hives of hornets 
pendulous over swarming colonies of fire ants… 
 
And still, in the pangs of woe our society has inspirited, 
I rejoice at the amazing potential of hope; 
Rejoice in our great communal endeavors to blot out the pollution of big Industry; 
Rejoice and resound with the voice of a new era set upon the perpetuation of the community of 
humankind and Nature…. 
 
 
:: Check out these Websites :: 
 
Green Village Philadelphia  
www.greenvillagephiladelphia.org  
 
Green Village Philadelphia is a “public charity” project which is working towards 
developing a sustainable neighborhood in Philadelphia.  “The Village will be a diverse 
community of socially responsible businesses, nonprofits, government agencies, and 
mixed income residents. It will bring together, in one accessible destination, the goods, 
services and jobs of a local Green Economy that will be integrated into and serve the 
needs of the neighborhood and wider community” (www.greenvillagephiladelphia.org) 
   
 
  
PA Environment Digest  
www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter 
 
This online newsletter offers complete updates on environmental issues in 
Pennsylvania, including upcoming events, workshops, conferences, educational and 
political policies, and more.  A convenient publication to use for catching up on 
everything you’d like to know about what’s going on in PA today. 
 
Planting Trees Abroad  
http://www.n-
k.org.il/public/english/index.htm 
 
 
WCU staff member and friend of 
the Gordon Natural Area Scott 
Sherman and his family are 
pictured right after planting trees 
in Israel at Neot Kedumim, a 
biblical landscape reserve in 
Israel.  The reserve was 
established in an effort to recreate 
the “physical setting of the Bible” 
as it was thousands of years ago.  
Visit the site to learn more about 
this “unique endeavor” which effectively works towards both historical and 
environmental conservation.       
 
 
Students Can Make a Difference - the Gordon Natural Area 
By, Bradley M. Gottfried, Ph.D. 
President, College of Southern Maryland 
 
Below, Dr. Gottfried recounts his role in establishing the Gordon Natural Area and protecting it 
from being developed during his time at West Chester University. 
 
The world in 1970 was rapidly changing.  The military action in Vietnam escalated almost by the 
day, the draft was reinstituted, and the upstart Jets beat the established and heavily favored Colts 
in the Superbowl.  Violence had not yet erupted about the war, but the country was on the edge.   
 
I was a quiet [premed] student at West Chester State College in those days.  I attended a 
community college in 1967-68 and arrived at WCSU the fall of the latter year…I loved to take 
nature walks; I was not a joiner or a follower.  I just wanted my degree and to spend time with 
my girlfriend. 
 
Some of my biology classes took me to the South Campus.  I marveled at the beauty of the 
property—of the tall towering tulip trees and the diversity of wildlife.  I was told by Dr. William 
Overlease, my favorite professor, of the dream of the faculty for a biological field station.  At the 
time, I didn’t understand the adage of realtors – “location, location, location” – and this was a 
prime tract of land. 
 
Sometime in my junior year I learned of the college’s plans for this valuable tract.  I was shocked 
when I looked at the plans – the buildings and sidewalks were widely spread out – designed to 
take up the entire forest.  While I could see that many of the beautiful trees would remain, it 
would definitely not be the same. 
 
Back then, even as a young man of 20 years, I understood certain things.  First, I knew that 
confrontation, such as hostile rallies, taking over the president’s office, or chaining myself to a 
tree would not work [as a means for conserving the land].  Second, a “winner take all” approach 
would not work.  It had to be a compromise, where the college had space that it needed for 
expansion, but at least a portion of the site could be left untouched.  Third, I knew that I would 
be more effective in working with a group, representing the WCSC students. 
 
Putting together a group of interested students, we planned our strategy.  We drafted rough plans 
showing how the same number and size of the buildings could fit nicely into half of the space.  
We found an architect who donated his time to discuss the matter with us and comment on our 
ideas.   
 
Next, we mobilized the students, primarily through petitions and letters.  The local media picked 
up the story—the word was out. 
 
So much is hazy from those days, almost 40 years ago, but the yellowed front page article in the 
Daily Local News brought back memories.  I remember that all of the administrators treated us 
fairly and with respect.  I recall that Col. Robert Hannum was a tall, straight man with a military 
bearing who seemed somewhat impatient with us, but listened to our ideas.  Dr. Paul Rossey was 
a smaller man, who seemed like he had to give us an audience, but whose mind was likewise 
made up. 
 
The most important event was my invitation to meet with the college’s board of trustees.  My 
favorite uncle died a few days before and the funeral was on the same day.  I was torn until my 
aunt told me that my uncle would want me to finish the job I had started.  I don’t recall much 
about the board meeting.  I presented my concerns about the proposed plan and offered 
alternatives.  I recall that the board was kind and receptive and when I left the meeting I had a 
strong sense that they understood my ideas and would consider them.   
 
I graduated a few months later and left for the Midwest to pursue my graduate degrees.  I’ve 
thought about the situation over the years and am delighted to hear that some of the parcel was 
indeed saved and that a preserve has been established.  I don’t know what role I played, but I do 
know that it was an important part of my education. 
 
… … … … … 
 
 
 
Courtesy of REI newspaper ad 
 
 
 
… … … … … 
   
 
 
 
:: Please Remove Fencing from the GNA :: 
 
         
If anyone knows to whom this fencing may belong, please ask them to dispose of it properly and 
not leave it in the GNA.  The wire fence is located on the south side of the Gordon Tract and east 
of New Street.  Please remove this material when you have a chance, thank you! 
… … … … … 
 
Billion Tree Campaign 
On Friday March 14 at the entrance and up the road into the GNA we planted 15 Tree 
Vitalize bare root trees.  On Saturday March 15 we planted 25 trees donated by Redbud 
Native Plant Nursery in the fenced in polisher above the wetlands in the GNA.  Thanks 
for helping us to reach our pledge! We have singed on for another 100 trees. 
 
 
 
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has launched a campaign to plant trees all over 
the world.  The Gordon Natural Area has pledged 100 trees thus far. World target-pledged-
planted/the Gordon Natural Area 
 
Target  
 2,700,000,000/200  
 
Pledged 
  2,521,602,936/200   
 
Planted 
  1,992,228,013/136  
 
Visit http://www.unep.org/billiontreecampaign/ 
  
GNA Supporters: 
2004: Presidential Initiative (WCU); Environmental Council (WCU); USDA Forest Service; 
Henderson High School Environmental Club; Friends of the Gordon Area 
2005: Wegman’s; Yellow Springs Farm Native Plant Nursery; Environmental Council; 
Henderson High School Environmental Club; Friends of the Gordon Area 
2006:  Yellow Springs Farm Native Plant Nursery; Valero Energy Corporation; National 
Wildlife Federation; Henderson High School Environmental Club; Friends of the Gordon Area 
2007:  Pennsylvania Department of Natural Resources; WCU Alumni Association; Darlington 
Biological Society; MENTA Café; Yellow Springs Farm Native Plant Nursery 
2008:  Redbud Native Plant Nursery  
 
Contact:  ghertel@wcupa.edu; 610-436-2722; 484-883-3371 
 
 
NO TRAIL BIKES ARE ALLOWED IN THE GNA – They have increased 
the length of trails by 300% and are impacting the biodiversity in the GNA. 
 
DOGS NEED TO BE LEASHED – Students doing laboratory assignments 
have been attacked by unleashed dogs. 
 
WCU Public Safety:  610-436-3311; 911 calls tell them you are on Stadium 
Rd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
